AP/IB  Psychology Syllabus
K. Martineau

Grimsley High School

The Advanced Placement/International Baccalaureate Psychology course is a college-level course designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.

Expectations 

AP and IB classes are college level classes in a high school setting; they should not be mistaken for high school level classes.  Students choosing to take AP/IB classes are looking for a challenge that they are not necessarily getting from Honors level courses.  The expectations are higher and the work load is greater.   A student can expect their homework to take an average of 30 minutes to 1 hour, per class, to complete. Some classes have the regular homework of studying the material discussed in class and the time required for such homework will depend on the student.  Generally, AP and IB students should expect more: more learning, more work, more writing, more challenges, and more from themselves.

The AP  Psychology exam is approximately two hours in length and is intended to cover a one-semester introductory college course in psychology.   The test has two parts: a 70-minute multiple-choice section and a 50-minute free response section.  There are 100 multiple-choice questions and two required essays.   The IB assessments involve replicating a simple experiment, and two days of written assessments at the end of the year.  All students are expected to take the AP exam at the end of the year.  IB candidates will also take the Psychology SL exam.  Students who do not meet this requirement will have to pay a portion of the examination fee: $15 for AP exams and $45 for IB exams.  There are no make-up IB exams.  Please note that oversleeping, forgetting about an exam, getting in traffic delays, and feeling ill without a doctor’s note are not accepted reasons for missing an exam or taking a late AP exam.  If illness occurs, please contact Ms. Dickerson within 24 hours with a doctor’s note so she can order a make-up AP exam.

Dates of Exams: 
AP Psychology- Thursday, May 9th  (everyone)


IB Psychology SL– Friday/Monday, May 10th and 13th (IB diploma candidates only)
Grading:

1. Tests will be the majority of your grade.  Testing will reflect the skills and types of questions students will encounter on the AP test.  All tests will consist of 50 multiple choice questions.  There will also be mid-term and final exams administered. 
Test days are Tuesdays. 
2. Quizzes will be given on class discussions and lectures, as well as any supplementary readings or videos.  You will also have practice AP essays that will count as quiz grades.  Quizzes can be announced or pop quizzes.

3. Various papers and projects will be assigned over the course of the year.  These will be to extend your knowledge of the curriculum.  The value of the grade will depend on the project.  
4. Students will be responsible for a psychology book talk  for 1st and 4th quarter.  These books must be non-fiction and at least 200 pages long, and must relate to a topic in psychology.   A list of possible selections will be provided to students, but the choice is not limited to the list.  Self-help books are not acceptable.  Students will be assigned both a book approval date and a date by which the book talk must be completed.  Note that it is a talk with the teacher, not a report. 

5. Students will have various classroom and homework assignments each week that will also serve to extend your knowledge of the subject.  These assignments include, but are not limited to:

a-Vocabulary flashcards.  Understanding vocabulary is a major part of the AP test, and students will be responsible for completing vocabulary flash cards for every chapter. Students who score at least a 90 on the previous unit test will be exempted from completing the flashcards.  IB students will have an alternate assignment that must be completed, no exemptions for IB.
b-For each unit you will also be assigned a classic research study.  It will be the student’s responsibility to read about the study and answer questions pertaining to its methodology and significance in the history of psychology.

· This class will be on the school grading scale which is a 10 point scale.
· Makeup work should be completed within 3 days, including all tests.  Any quiz/test not taken within that 3 day period will have a 60 as its highest possible grade.
· Late work will be accepted, but with points deducted each day.  Not all work will be accepted late. 1st day late = 15 points off, 2nd day late= 10 more points off, 3rd day and subsequent days late= 10 more points off.  A 0 will be assigned after 10 days.
· Tutorials will be offered on Monday afternoons or in the mornings by appointment.
Expectations:

1. Come to class prepared to work EVERYDAY, ON TIME.   Tardies will result in detentions.
2. Cell phones should be put away in class unless stated otherwise by the teacher.  If it is out, then I’ll assume that you are using it and detention will be assigned.
3. Do your own work. Instances of academic malpractice will be taken very seriously. Malpractice includes the following: 

a. Plagiarism 

b. Collusion 

c. Duplication of work 

d. Any other behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a candidate or that affects the results of another candidate

If a teacher discovers evidence of student malpractice, they will first discuss the issue with the student.  If evidence of malpractice is found, the following will occur: 

First Offense:

1) The parent will be contacted, and a formal administrative write-up will occur.  This write-up will serve as warning and will remain on file as documentation if any other instances of malpractice occur. 

2) The teacher, parent, and student will discuss the seriousness of malpractice and the resulting effect on the class grade.  If the student is an IB student (either in Grimsley’s Diploma Programme or as a Grimsley Pre-IB student), the IB Coordinator will be notified and the malpractice will be placed in the student’s file.

3) The student earns a 0 class grade for the assignment.  

Second Offense:

1) The parent will be contacted, and a formal administrative write-up will occur.  This write-up will result in disciplinary action.

2) The teacher will notify the IB Coordinator, if applicable. The IB Coordinator will contact the student and his/her parents and decide if the student will be allowed to continue in the IB Diploma Programme at Grimsley High School.

4. Take complete class notes.  Summarize them in your own words everyday.  Make sure that you understand the concepts, and ask questions if you do not.  Add examples to better understand terminology.
5. Participate in class discussions and activities.

6. Follow directions the first time.

7. Abide by all the rules in the student handbook.

Content Areas and Pacing Guide:

Quarter One:

I.
History, Perspectives, Methodology: The history of psychology, modern perspectives, and the science of psychology

II.
Biology of Behavior: The physiology of behavior focusing on the nervous and endocrine systems and genetics

III.
Developmental psychology: How we change over a lifetime

Quarter Two:

IV.
Sensation and Perception: Physiology of sensation and how we organize sensory information into our understanding of the world.

V.
Learning:  The different processes of how we learn focusing on classical, operant and observational learning.

VI.
Cognition:  Mental processes including memory, thinking and language.

VII.
Intelligence and Testing:  Defining intelligence and the creation of psychological assessments.

Quarter Three: 

VIII.
Motivation, Emotion, Stress:  Theories of motivation and emotion, impact of stress

IX.
Social Psychology:  How we interact with, influence, and are influenced by others

X.
States of Consciousness: Alternate states of consciousness including sleep, hypnosis and drugs.

XI.
Personality: Different theories on how we become our unique selves

Quarter Four: 

XII.
Abnormal Psychology:  Diagnosis of mental disorders and theories on etiology

XIII.
Treatment of Disorders: Techniques used to treat disorders

Possible books for Book Talk: 

•
Passing for Normal by Amy Wilensky-obsessive-compulsive disorder

•
Sickened by Julie Gregory-munchausen by proxy

•
The Quiet Room by Lori Schiller-schizophrenia

•
The Day the Voices Stopped: A Schizophrenics Journey From Madness to Hope by Ken Steele

•
An Unquiet Mind by Kay Redfield Jamison

•
As Nature Made Him:  The Boy Who Was Raised As a Girl by John Colapinto

•
His Bright Light by Danielle Steel- bipolar disorder

•
The Eden Express by Mark Vonnegut- schizophrenia

•
Skin Game: A Memoir by Caroline Kettlewell-self-mutilation

•
Wasted : A Memoir of Anorexia and Bulimia by Marya Hornbache

•
When Rabbit Howls by Truddi Chase-multiple personalities

•
Flock : The Autobiography of a Multiple Personality By Joan Frances Casey

•
First Person Plural : My Life as a Multiple by Cameron West

•
Manic by Terry Cheney- bipolar disorder

•
Over My Head: A Doctor's Own Story of Head Injury from the Inside Looking Out by Claudia L. Osborn

•
My Life Among the Serial Killers : Inside the Minds of the World's Most Notorious Murderers by Helen Morrison, Harold Goldberg 

•
Everything in Its Place : My Trials and Triumphs with Obsessive Compulsive Disorder by Marc Summers 

•
Look Me In the Eye  by John Elder Robinson-Asperger’s

•
Born on a Blue Day by Daniel Tammet-genius with Aspergers

•
The Center Cannot Hold: My Journey Through Madness by Elyn Saks-schizophrenia

•
Crazy: A Father's Search Through America's Mental Health Madness by Pete Earley

•
Beautiful Boy by David Sheff-story of son’s addiction

•
Tweak:Growing up on Methamphetamines by Nic Sheff- the son’s point of view

•
The Glass Castle by Jeanette Wells-parents with mental illness

•
Lucky by Alice Sebold

•
Hurry Down Sunshine by Micheal Greenberg-dealing with mental illness in kid

•
You Don’t Look Like Anyone I Know by Heather Sellars- face blindness
•
Awakenings by Oliver Sacks-treatment of catatonic schizophrenics

•
An Unconventional Family by Sandra Lipsitz Bern

•
A Bright Red Scream: Self-Mutilation and the Language of Pain by Marilee Strong

•
Serial Killers: The Method and Madness of Monsters by Peter Vronsky 

•
Blink by Malcolm Gladwell-how we think

•
Thinking Fast and Slow, by Daniel Kahneman

•
Stumbling on Happiness by Dan Gilbert

Keeping informed is important.  My email address is martink@gcsnc.com.   My voicemail is:  208541
I understand the requirements of this course, and agree to follow class expectations:
 _______________________________________(student)  
___________________________________________ (parent)
